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attacked, or were bearing children at 
such an early age that it caused dam-
age to them, which has left them in-
continent. Because of their inconti-
nence, they were rejected by their fam-
ilies and neighbors and forced to walk 
hundreds of miles to sit in the roadway 
and pray that they could get inside 
that hospital for a surgery to repair 
this obstetric fistula. Many of them, 
because of the severity of their inju-
ries, went through multiple surgeries, 
so they would sit on the road and wait 
for weeks, go in for a surgery, recover, 
and then go to the back of the line and 
start over for the next surgery. That 
was the reality of the hospital we vis-
ited. The scene was grim, even horrific. 
I still remember it well. 

The reason I come to the floor today 
is that I made a return trip 2 years ago 
with Senator SHERROD BROWN to Goma 
and to look up this hospital—this small 
little oasis of hope—to try to find a 
handful of doctors who had been there 
when I visited just a few years before 
to see what had happened. I knew the 
hospital continued to treat desperately 
poor and brutalized women of the re-
gion who had suffered because of brutal 
rape and horrific violence. 

For two decades now, this war has 
gone on, which has led to these vic-
tims. Regional militias have been 
fighting over these minerals I men-
tioned earlier, too often using rape as a 
weapon of war. According to the United 
Nations, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo is the worst place on Earth to be 
a woman. Regional war and rape leave 
an estimated 1,000 or more women as-
saulted every single day, so 1,000 or 
more rapes and sexual assaults every 
day, or 12 percent of Congolese 
women—one of eight—have been vic-
tims. 

Yet there is hope. That small hos-
pital I saw years ago gave me hope. 
The two people who started that hos-
pital were Lyn Lusi and her Congolese 
husband Dr. Jo Lusi. They founded this 
hospital and called it Heal Africa. It is 
in one of the most forgotten and dan-
gerous places on the Earth—Goma in 
eastern Congo. Lyn and her husband Jo 
provided a place of love, hope, rebirth, 
and healing. 

There was a special on PBS’s 
‘‘NewsHour’’ recently that talked 
about Heal Africa, the hospital, and 
Lyn and Jo Lusi. They survive on $13 
million a year—a huge sum in that 
part of the world but by global stand-
ards or American standards hardly 
overwhelming. They get private grants 
from overseas. They provide 
antiretroviral drugs to those suffering 
from HIV, and they try to repair the 
bodies of these traumatized women. 

The PBS ‘‘NewsHour’’ special on Heal 
Africa showed how the hospital works 
with the American Bar Association— 
and I want to give a shoutout to them 
for the work they are doing in Goma— 
to help rape victims pursue justice 
against their attackers. The country 
virtually has no judicial system. It is 
the only facility offering services to an 

area population of 8 million people. 
Eight million people—I try to imagine 
one hospital in metropolitan Chicago, 
and that is what Heal Africa is in 
Goma. 

In a moving ‘‘NewsHour’’ interview, 
Lyn Lusi said: 

I have no illusions that we’re dealing with 
major issues that are pulling Congo apart. 
There is so much evil and so much cruelty, 
so much selfishness, and it is like darkness. 
But if we can bring in some light, the dark-
ness will not overcome the light, and that’s 
where faith is, if you believe that. I don’t 
think Heal Africa is going to empty the 
ocean, but we can take out a bucketful here 
and a bucketful there. 

That sentiment and that hope—amid 
such cruelty and devastation—summed 
up Lyn Lusi’s heroic work and the 
work of her husband. 

As I reflect on what I saw in my first 
trip to Goma and what I saw when I re-
turned, there was a dramatic change in 
just a few short years. This Heal Afri-
ca, which was barely existing, with a 
handful of surgeons, now has become a 
training hospital, with American uni-
versities taking part. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
visited Goma and Heal Africa—this 
very hospital—to focus the world’s at-
tention on the region. The violence in 
eastern Congo is part of an ongoing 
conflict and about 3 million to 5 mil-
lion people have died there so far—and 
it continues. 

As I said, the roots of the conflict go 
back to the Rwandan genocide, the 
fight over minerals, elements of the 
Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army—this 
Kony fella, who now people are start-
ing to take notice of, a butcher in his 
own right—and elements of the Congo-
lese Army who have been involved in 
human rights abuses. 

There is a 20,000 member United Na-
tions peacekeeping force in the region. 
It has been there for more than 10 
years. I do not know how they can 
maintain any semblance of order with-
out them. I salute the United Nations 
and those who are on the ground trying 
to keep a peaceful situation. 

We saw sprawling refugee camps on 
broken lava, human rights workers 
who bravely documented horrific sex-
ual violence, and dire poverty and war-
lords amid any semblance of a func-
tional national or local government. 
Stopping at Lyn and Jo Lusi’s hospital 
was the highlight of the trip. 

When I was at Heal Africa on the sec-
ond visit, I looked and saw a classroom 
filled with doctors. In fact, standing in 
front of them was a doctor from the 
University of Wisconsin. He was wear-
ing a T-shirt which had the Wisconsin 
Badger on it. That is how I noticed it 
right off the bat. That is where my 
daughter went to college. He said: Yes, 
these are all students from medical 
schools around the United States, com-
ing here to learn and to help. 

Today, the hospital has trained 30 
young Congolese doctors and many 
other health workers. They will have 
an important job for many years to 
come. 

The reason I come to the floor is be-
cause we received sad news. Lyn Lusi— 
whose picture I show here in the Cham-
ber with her husband Jo—was truly the 
heart and soul of Heal Africa in Goma. 
The two of them gave their lives for 
the poorest people on Earth. They 
struggled and persevered and con-
quered so many obstacles that many of 
us never ever see in life. 

We just got word this morning that 
Lyn passed away from cancer. I wished 
to come to the floor and remember her 
and the great work she has done, which 
I am sure will be carried on by Jo her 
husband and all those who have been 
inspired by our visit. 

To think that this woman would go 
to one of the poorest places on Earth 
and dedicate her life to help others 
should inspire every single one of us. 

Lyn Lusi was like a mother to 400 
employees of Heal Africa and to thou-
sands and thousands of women, chil-
dren, and even men, for whom Heal Af-
rica was their only source of quality, 
professional medical care. 

Her death this weekend due to cancer 
is a terrible loss for Goma, it is a ter-
rible loss for the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and for Africa, and it is a 
terrible loss for every single one of us. 

We need to make certain that what 
she gave her life to does not end but 
continues. We have to make certain 
her heroic efforts continue through her 
husband Jo and through all who have 
participated in making sure this lone-
ly, tragic corner of the world is never 
forgotten. 

I come to the floor to salute Lyn 
Lusi, her memory, her legacy, and her 
inspiration. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

HAGAN). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we proceed to 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE MORTIMER 
FAMILY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to a family 
who has built their lives around the 
legacy of their heritage but has not 
turned a blind eye toward progress in 
their pursuit for a better future: the 
Mortimer family of the town of 
Salyersville, in Magoffin County, KY. 
Doug, his wife Sue, and their son Rit-
ter have spent the greater part of their 
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